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 Advanced Acting for the Camera II 
Spring 2006 - The University of Montana, Missoula 
 
Professor Michael Murphy - McGill 233 - Office Hours: TR 1:30-3:30 
PH: 243-4504     E-MAIL: michael1.murphy@umontana.edu
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This class is focused on advanced acting techniques for film. It builds upon basic 
techniques from Advanced Acting for the Camera I, which constitute criteria for grading. 
These include:  
Consistence within continuity 
Unique moment to moment work 
Creation of believable, grounded business 
Concentration/stamina 
Working through your partner 
Honest thought process 
Camera sense 
Interior grounding 
Clear delineation of critical moments 
Character as action 
Tempo 
 
The class will contain three scenes shot on location. You will also be responsible for a 
paper based on character/script analysis of one of the characters you will play this 
semester.  The analysis should include, but not be limited to, the list below: 
1. Note critical turning points for the character. These scenes are the payoff for 
building the character correctly. 
2. Come up with a title for each scene to help delineate it more clearly and quickly 
for yourself. 
3. Mark the critical moment in the scene for your character. All scenes or 
sequences are built for a specific moment or moments, most often silent 
reactions or decisions.. 
4. Break the film into Acts. There are generally three.  What do you notice about 
your character within each act? Settings? Inner life? 
5. What purpose does your character serve?  If they are the protagonist what is the 
major change that has to occur before the end of the story? 
6. What is the arc or journey of your character? Where does he/she start out? 
Where does he/she end up? Begin to describe that change for yourself in as 
many ways as possible. 
7. Collect as much info as possible relating to given circumstances, historical, 
social, personal. 
8. Begin a list of questions in relation to the character, both on the broad and 
mundane level. Their deepest desires, pet peeves, favorite colors, do they like 
pets?  
 
All Drama/Dance students must have an in-depth knowledge of the practices and 
procedures outlined in the Department of Drama/Dance Handbook.  The Handbook is 
available online at http://www.sfa.umt.edu/drama/index.html.   
 
All students must practice academic honesty.  Academic misconduct is subject to an 
academic penalty by the course instructor and /or a disciplinary sanction by the 
University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct Code.  The Code is 
available for review online at http://www.mt.edu/SA/VPSA/index.cfm/page/1321.  
 
CLASS TOPICS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND DUE DATES 
 
January  
27 
Introductions  
Assign first scene 
View “Chinatown” Access the script and come up with an analysis 
of it as if you were going to play either Jake or Evelyn. Have notes 
ready for next class. 
February 3 
 
10-11 Palmer West chat 
11-1 “Chinatown” discussion of script analysis 
 
February 10 
 
Rehearse Scene 1 
 
February 17 
 
Shoot Group A & B 
 
February 24 
 
Shoot Group C & D 
Assign Scene 2 
 
March 3 
 
View Edits Scene 1 
 
March 10 
 
Shoot Scene 2 Group A & B 
 
March 17 
 
Shoot Scene 2 Group C & D 
Assign Scene 3
 
 
March 24 
 
View Edits Scene 2 
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CLASS TOPICS, ASSIGNMENTS, AND DUE DATES, continued 
 
March 31 
 
Spring Break 
 
April 7 
 
Shoot Scene 3 Group A & B 
 
April 14 
 
Shoot Scene 3 Group A & B 
Assign Monologues 
 
 
April 21 
 
 
View Edits Scene 3 
 
April 28 
 Shoot Monologues 
May 5 
 
Shoot Monologues 
 
 
Wed. 
May 10 
FINAL 
CLASS 
 
VIEW AND RESPOND: MONOLOGUES 
 
- First Assignment 
Nora/Paige: “Thelma and Louise” 
(Int. Motel-Day 6 am “The curtains are open) A.D. Jason G. 
 
Jennifer/Travis: “Adaptation” 
(Kaufmann and Margaret or Kaufmann and Valerie early) A.D. Paige W. 
 
Jason/Drew: “All the President’s Men” 
(1st Woodward/Bernstein Scene) A.D. Bryce J. 
 
Bryce/Rachel “The Cooler” 
(Natalie and Bernie hook up in the bar) A.D. Travis S. 
 
All scripts are available through our Blackboard site, or Dave’s Script o Rama online. 
You will be able to contact each other through your university e-mail in Blackboard. 
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Paige Williams pemorywilliams@yahoo.com
Jason Gutzmer laranarcoiris@yahoo.com
Bryce Jensen dearbryce@hotmail.com
Rachel  Razistar@aol.com
Travis Stevens carnivorousvegan@hotmail.com
Jennifer Sanderson jennifersanderson@hotmail.com
Drew Rossiter andril_02@hotmail.com
Nora Gustafson dancinggus@aol.com
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